friend. Moore, having read Hdnutnd Gosse's conventional biog-
raphy of his father, urged him to rewrite the story, hut making
the conliiet between father and son central. Apparently, he"
pressed this notion of another work many times, but Hdmund
Gosse did not respond with animation until Moore suggested
he should adopt the first person singular, the autobiographical
mode piir excellence. Such a work should not, Moore insisted,
be based upon factual records but upon the recall of his own
memory, it was to be the son's view and it was to span the
critical period between birth and his arrival in I ondon at the
age of sixteen. Once Gosse had perceived a personal and direct
way of handling the material, he worked intensively and had
completed l:ather and SMI within a year. In short, the generative
impulse was an autobiographical one; the first person singular
was the key to the writing of the book.

Secondly, and as importantly, the text itself reads predomi-
nantly as autobiography. It is true that the book chums to offer
us a study of two temperaments, but that study is not dis-
passionate and is always given from the son's perspective, The
father we see is the father the son sees. We never experience
any of the conflict from inside the father's position, I le remains
a more or less static figure who is judged according to the son's
categories. The son, in contrast, grows continuously until he
finds and defends his own emancipation. At the front of the
book Gosse placed his epigraph; Der (.llaiibe ist u>ie die Uehe; er
lasst sich nicht crzwingtn: 'Faith is like love: it does not let itself
be forced.' That epigraph is not disinterested and impartial. It
embodies, as the whole book does, the son's judgement of the
father; it is the inexorable conclusion that the autobiographical
narrative imposes.

There is, as Nicolson contends, an important historical and
biographical element in Father and Son. There is a kind of
objectivity. There are claims for scientific exactitude. It is also
true that Gosse himself disowns the autobiographical form,
And yet, without a doubt, the central story we are given is thai
of the son from his birth to the point of his departure from the
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